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Guided tours:
For information, cafl (804) 646-3012
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to connect Richmond and Manchester
(annexed to Richmond in 1894) and it has
remained a crossing of the river ever since. On
the north side of the River was the Shockoe
Valley, originally called "Shaccos® by the Powhatan Indians, who inhabited the area wh
the English arrived. The tall buildings which grew up on the west side of the vall
proclaim Richmond's prominence as a center of banking, finance, and insurance. Tt
prominence dates to the 19th Century, in which the slave trade and slave-financed indus!
and agriculture generated exorbitant amounts of capital to be invested. One of the twel
branches of the nation’s Federal Reserve Bank was established in Richmond's banki
center.
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mond Stave Trail Commission
tichmond City Council

East Broad Street
mond, VA 23219

) 646-7955
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Richmond Slave Trail is a walking frail that
chronicles the history of the trade in
enslaved Africans from Africa to Virginia until
1775, and away from Virginia, especially
Richmond, to other locations in the Americas
until 1865. It begins at Manchester Docks,
which with Rocketts Landing on the north
side of the river was a major port in the
massive downriver Slave Trade, making
Richmond the largest source of enslaved
Africans on the east coast of America from
1830 to 1860. It follows a route traveled by
some of the thousands of Africans who
made their journey south by crossing the
James River chained together in a coffle, or
by gefting on ships to New Orleans. The
trail then follows a route through the slave
markets of Richmond, beside the
Reconciliation Statue commemorating the
intemational triangular slave trade, past
Lumpkin’s Slave Jail and the Negro Burial
Ground, to First African Baptist Church, a
center of African American life in pre-Civil
War Richmond.

(earlier known as Rocky xa@mv was a busy
slave market. Around 1776, the market moved &
to Richmond with the James River serving as a
major avenue for transporting enslaved
Africans to and from Virginia tobacco and
wheat fields, and for exporting workers to the swamps, cotton and sugar fields, ar
rice-growing areas of the Deep South. By the 1850s, as many as 10,000 people a mon
were "sold downriver,” contributing significantly to Richmond's antebellum econom
Enslaved Africans were transported to and from Richmond's slave market on the sou
side of the James (Manchester Docks) as well as north side (Rocketts' Landing).

N Slave Trade Path

The Slave Trade path along the James River's
southem shore reflects the transition Africans
had to make between their African homelands
and the very strange new world they
encountered wherever they were unloaded.
Although they did not know of Virginia, and had
never heard of Richmond, they quickly
understood that their chained walk towards an unknown future held no promise and mar
dangers. After the 1808 ban on the importation of Africans from overseas, Richmor
became a center for the export of enslaved Africans by rapidly improving its transportatic
system. Originally consisting of just the James River, this system expanded over the ne
fiva rerades o inclide five railmads as well as imnmved dirt timnikes
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ﬁ Negro Burial Ground

any of Richmond's first citizens lie in |
marked graves here. Richmond's
llows was above on the hillside.
ecuted here was Gabriel, an [
iculate, literate 24-year old blacksmith
'm Thomas Henry Prosser's Brookfield
antation. Gabriel and his colleagues
lieved that Nature's God entitied them &
equal station with men and women of &
races. They conspired in 1800 {0 e
te over the Virginia govenment in an |
tensive, sophisticated campaign which
1s betrayed at the last minute.

“ Winfree Cottage

sst likely built at the end of the Civil
ar for a former slave, Emily Winfree,
her former owner, David Winfree, this
0 room cottage represents a typical
wve quarter in which two families |
cupied a single dwelling. Accounts
ggest that Emily raised her five
ildren, fathered by David, in one room,
iile renting out the other. Originally in
inchester, the cottage was rescued
m demolition in 2003 and will be
iced along the trail. This is one of the

posed locations.

- Lumpkin's Jail

mpkin's Jail was owned by Robert
mpkin, who maximized profits in his
mpound by including lodging for slave
ders, a slave holding facility, an
ction house, and a residence for his
nily. A port city with water, ground and
| connections, Richmond was linked to
ve buying markets such as Charleston and New Orleans. Enslaved Africans
erred to Lumpkin's Jail as "the Devil's Half Acre,” reflecting the despair and
ger of people separated forever from their families. However, Mary Lumpkin,
black woman who was Robert's widow, boosted post-Civil-War black
ucation when, in 1867, she rented the complex to a Christian school, which
olved into Virginia Union University.

_ﬂ Reconciliation Statue

antical statues in Liverpool,
(gland; Benin, West Africa; and
shmond, Virginia memorialize
2 Briish, African, and American
ingular trade route, now
itified as the Reconciliation
angle. Traders profited from delivering over 100,000 Africans to Virginia
tween the 1600's and the American Revolution - and at least 260,000 to
1er North American places before 1808. The "friangle” extended between
rerpool and other large Brtish cities, Benin and other West African
igdoms, and Virginia and other North American colonies. Profits from the
le of enslaved Africans financed major British and North American economic
velopment.

ﬂ Auction Houses

ere were several dozen such
uses in Shockoe Bottom,
sically selling human "goods”
ing with com, coffee, and other
mmodities. Some sales were
rt of a larger business; other auctioneers deait exclusively in slaves. Most
ve commerce was concentrated in the roughly 30-block area bounded by
2ad, 15th, and 19th Streets and the river. Davenport & Co., located at 15th
d Cary streets, was an auction house near the center of the district; portions
the building survived Civil War destruction and are now a part of the present
ilding. Located here along with the auction houses were holding pens,
we jails, and lodging for slave traders. White Richmonders generally
1ored slave sales or accepted them as "normal.”

_ Kanawha Canal

e late 18th-century construction
1 required a large, mostly slave
wor force. African Americans
g the canal. Numerous
ican-American boatmen
versed the canal, while black e =.

shmonders carted cargo to and from the boats. The Canal became another
nans for shipping slaves to new owners or slave markets; simultaneously,
me enslaved men and women used the canal to enlarge their family and
sial life or to escape bondage. Henry Box Brown successfully shipped
aself in a box to freedom in Philadelphia in 1849. He is remembered today
the Box Brown Plaza, next to the Canal near Dock and 15th Street.
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rtos and drawings are reprinted with permission. See back cover for details.
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