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City to Increase Fees for Work-in-Street Permit
~New rates take begin May 1~
RICHMOND, Va – In an effort to encourage a faster project completion turnaround time, which would return the
public use of rights-of-way, the city is increasing the cost to obtain a Work-in-Street Permit, or WISP. The increase,
approved by City Council, takes effect on May 1. This is Richmond’s first WISP fee schedule revision since 1982.
The fee hike includes a $75 application fee and will be structured on a ‘pay-by-time’ format, which uses the
day/week/month to calculate rates. There is no maximum fee. The current flat rate fees that range from $20 to
$100 are being eliminated.
Under the new schedule the exact scope of the planned work will be clarified and applicants will be charged based
on that work and the time it will take to complete it. Currently all permits are separated into five classes. The
revisions will make the city uniformly consistent with other municipalities.
Implementation of the new fees will support the city’s Vision Zero initiative by promoting a faster removal of work
zones, which will allow for normal vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle travel. The goal of Vision Zero is to eliminate
all traffic fatalities and serious injuries by 2030.
We’re Social! For updates on DPW-related projects, activities and events visit us on Twitter @DPW_RichmondVA.

-###The City of Richmond Department of Public Works (DPW) is one of only 146 accredited public works agencies in the United States. DPW’s
portfolio comprises a wide array of services to include leaf collection; street, sidewalk and alley maintenance; trash collection;
recycling; urban forestry; signs; signals and pavement markings; grass cutting; graffiti removal; and parking. In addition, DPW issues
permits for working in the city’s right-of-way, manages Richmond’s Bike Share program and maintains the fleet of city vehicles. DPW’s
operating budget comes from the general fund of the City of Richmond. For more information about DPW services, click here or call 3-1-1.

