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RICHMOND CITY JUSTICE CENTER
AWARDED PRESTIGIOUS LEED®
GREEN BUILDING CERTIFICATION
RICHMOND, VA—Sheriff C.T. Woody, Jr. announced
today that the Richmond City Justice Center (RCJC)
has been awarded LEED® GOLD certification. The
LEED rating system, developed by the U.S. Green
Building Council (USGBC), is the foremost program for
buildings, homes and communities that are designed,
constructed, maintained and operated for improved
environmental and human health performance.
USGBC developed the LEED certification process to enhance environmental awareness among
architects and building contractors, and to encourage the design and construction of energyefficient, water-conserving buildings that use sustainable or green resources and materials.
The LEED certification process uses a point system to determine the environmental merits of a
building; there are different rating systems for homes, commercial buildings, interior
renovations, schools, neighborhood developments, and other construction projects.
For most projects, there are four levels of LEED certification, depending on how many points the
project has earned: certified, silver, gold or platinum.

The Richmond City Sheriff's Office is responsible for maintaining a secure jail and a safe court system, along with
seamless inmate transport and civil process to preserve public safety. We remain committed to performing these
duties with unsurpassed integrity and professionalism, with progressive training that incorporates best practices and
technology. While partnering with the community, we strive to lower recidivism by providing faith-based and
community-based programming that empowers ex-offenders to become productive members of society.
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The RCJC achieved LEED certification for implementing practical and measurable strategies
and solutions aimed at achieving high performance in: sustainable site development, water
savings, energy efficiency, materials selection and indoor environmental quality.
LEED is the foremost program for the design, construction and operation of green buildings.
The significance of GOLD certification for the RCJC is that the City of Richmond mandated that
the facility be built to LEED Silver standards. During the construction process, the joint venture
of Tompkins/Ballard/Davis along with HOK Architects found ways to meet additional standards,
thereby allowing this higher lever of certification to be realized. Out of 85,394 projects submitted
to the USGBC for LEED certification, 15 were jails, and only 2 received LEED GOLD
certification.
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